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VINDICATIO 


COMMISSIONERS 


OF THE 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


AND 


Their late Proceedings, 1n Anſwer to 


the LzrrT z& of the High and Honourable | 


CourrofPaxri1am ts n r,dated May 11.to 
the ſeveral Presbyteries in the Kingdom. 


byreries will ſufficiently return anſwer tothe 

Parliaments Letter ſo far as concerneth them, 
(wherein divers Presbyteries have already given ex- 
ample tothe reſt) yet the chief purpoſes of that Letter 
refleQing all along upon our late proceedings, and the 
Letter being alſo Printed and publiſhd for common 
view and uſe, The great truſt put upon us will nor al- 
low usto be filent in ſuch a caſe. And the greater cauſe 


L Lrhough we doubt not but the particular Pres- 


_ .. we haveto vindicate our proceedings in this manner, 


| becauſe whileſt we had juſt reaſon to expe from the 
Parliament a clear and reall ſatisfaction to our deſires, 
ſeconded by ſo many Provinciall Synods , inſtead of 


| (2) | | 
ſuch ſatisfaRtion, that Letter came abroad with many 
refleions upon or proceedings,neither was any thing 
hereof communicat or made known from their Lord- 
ſhips to us, that we mighthave been heard for clearing 
ourown actions before the divulging and ſpreading a- 
broad of the Letter. 

To the Preface of the Letter we anſwer, that as it is 
roo manifeſt how many and great ſcandals are thrown 
upon usand our proceedings by the favourers of Ma- 
lignants and hate:sof Reformation and Presbyteriall 
Government ; So we know not either among our 
| ſelves, or in any Aſſemblies ofthe Church of Scotland 
any favourers of Sectaries, or haters of the Perſon of 
the King and of Monarchicall Government , who 
throw ſcandals upon the Parliaments ations; And if 
any ſhall by ſufficient proof diſcover any ſuch in this 
Kingdom, it will quickly appear how far the Aſſem- 
blies of this Church (and we tor our part) ſhal be from 
conniving atthem or bearing with them : Yea the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly and Commiſſioners have already de- 
clared ſo much, and ſo often both for the preſerva- 
tion of Monarchical Government in his Majeſty 
and his poſterity, and againſt SeRaries. And there 
hath been alſo ſo long and real proof both of the 
loyalty of this Reformed Church of Scotland to his 
Majeſties Father and to himſelf, and of zeal in execu- 
ting Church Diſcipline againſt Se&taries (whereever 
any were found)that the world may bear witneſſe with 
our Conſciences of our integrity both in the one and in 
the other, although we ſhquld altogerher hold our 
peace. Errour will ſooner comply with errour then 
truth can, and favourers of Malignants have been and 

os may 
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may again turn to be favourers of Sectaries , to ferve 
their turn and ſave their intereſt forthe time. For one 
part aS we did before ſo we do ſtill clearly and ingeni- 
ouſly profeſſe that we look upon Sectaries and Malig- 
nants as enemies to be oppoſed, as rocks to be avoided 
- onthe right and left hands. 

We ſee no cauſe why the ſeveral Presbyteries necd to 
be ewfwred as they will anſwer tothe great God not to 
ſuffer themfelyes to be poſſeſt with unjuſt and undeſer- 
ved prejudices againft the Parliament & their proceed- 
ings; The fear of God, and conſcience of their duty 
will keep them upon the one hand from unjuſt and un- 
deſerved prejudices againſt their Lordſhips and their 
proceedings, and upon the cther hand from obeyimg 
unjuſt Decrees, and complying with iniquity altho 
eſtabliſh?d by a Law. 

W hat their Lordſhips profeſle concerning their pre- 
ferring of no earthly thing to their duties for Religion, 
and concerning their reall endeavours to ſatisfie the 
moſt tender conſciences by their Lordſhips great com- 
plyance with our many deſires, All this we leave to 
the ſearcher of the hearts, and tryer of the reins , who 
canand will judge thereof ; This we can ſay for our 
ſelves, that to this day , we have not received a fatis- 
factory Anſwer from their Lordſhips unto any one of 
our defires preſented ro their Lordihips for the ſafery 
and ſecurity of Religion, but under colour of yielding 

ſomewhar,our defires were more dangerouſly refuſed, 
then if they had been flatly rejeed. 

If chat which followeth in the Letter hold good, 
'viz. That it cannot be by any with truth and juſtice alled- 
ged that their Lordſhips have in the leaſt meaſure wronged 
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or wiolated the true Priviledges and Liberties of the 
Church , weare greatly to be blamed and cenſured for 
complaining in one of our Papers to the Parliament 
that their Lordſhips have very much prejudiced the: 
rrue priviledges and liberties of this Kirk, and for pro-: 
reſting (upon that occaſion) againit ſuch preparatives, 
and for preſervation of the liberties of the Kirk in time 
coming. But now how much truth and juſtieewehad 
for the ground of our grievance and proteſtation , all 
who will not ſhut their eyes againſt the clear light 
may eaſily underſtand. For was it ever before heard or 
known , that any Parliament of this Kingdom did 
without the knowledge and conſent of thoſe who had 
for the time the truſt of the publick affairs of the Kirk, 
determine, judge and declare, by an antecedent judge-: 
ment, matters ſo highly concerning Religion, as theſe 
contained inthe Parliaments late Declaration. Where- 
in there are not only dangerous expreſſions concerning 
the Confeſsion of Faith, Diretory of Worſhip, and 
Presbyterial Government (as we have particularly in- 
ſtanced in our late Declaration)bur likewiſe in the clofe - 
a ſtrange and new ſence put upon the Covenant and 
a&s of General Aſſemblies, withour ſo much as firſt 
conſulting us concerning ſuch a ſence thereof , which 
might have been prevented if they had conſulted us 
therein: Notw:thſtanding of all which the Declara- 
tion being communicat to us from the High and Ho- 
nourable Court of Parliament, and we having promi- 
ſed a ſpeedy return thereto, which accordingly after | 
eight days we pertormed, (the matter being copious) 
the Declaration was ordered by the Parliament to- be 
- Printed, and the three demands contained therein ſent 
away 
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away to England without ſtaying a little for our An- 
ſwer(which we had let them know we were preparing) 
whereas a very ſhort delay might have by the blefling 
of God brought unto their Lordſhips more light, and 


- matter of fecond thoughts. 


| Wecan as eaſily acquit our ſelves of any incroach- 
ments upon the unqueſtionable Rights of Parliament. 
We are obliged by Solemn Covenant to endeavour 
the preſervation of the Rights and Priviledges of Par- 
liamentz Andto encroach upon the ſame were indeed 
a hainous crime, wherewith if any ſhall reproach us, 
let them take heed what the ninth Command will ex- 
ac of them: yet they who will remember how in all 
ages, the moſt faithfull ſervants of God have uſually 
been traduced as troublers of , and encroachers upon 
the Rights of the Civill Magiſtrate , will not much 
marvail that what hath been is now. 


As tothe three inftances mentioned in the Lerter,to 
prove that great encroachments are made upon their 
Lordſhips unqueſtionable Rights. Firſt it is ſaid, what 
can be more civill then to determine what ('ivil duties we 
0u2ht to pay to our King, or what Civill powers he ouzht to 
be poſſeſſedof * We ask again whether in our late confe- 
rences with their Lordfſhips concerning an engage- 
mentin War, there was any thing more proper to be 
inſiſted upon by us, then the ſecuring of Religion be- 
fore all worldly intereſts, and particularly, that ſecu- 
rity may be had from his Majeſtie for the point of Re- 
ligion before his reſtitution to the exerciſe of his Roy- 
all power 2 Muſt not duties ro God ( whereof the ſe- 
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curing of Religion isa main one) have the ſupream 
and firſt place, duties to the King a ſubordinate and 
ſecond place * Next as we have not determined what 
ctvill duties the Parliament ought to pay to the King, 
or what civill powers he ought to be poſſeſſed of; and 
as it is competent to the Parliament co Judge of Civil 
duties between the King and his People, in their own 


way ; ſo can we not admit that it is proper and compe- ' 


rent only to them to judge of thoſe duties ; for the du- 
ties of the {econd table as wel as of the firſt,as namely, 
the duties between King and Subje, Parents and chil- 
dren, Husbands and Wives, Maſters and ſervants and 
the like, being contained in,and to be taught and clear- 
ed from the Word of God, arein that reſpe& and ſo 
far as concerneth the point of conſcience a ſubjet of 
Miniſteriall Doctrine, and in difficult cafes a ſubje of 
cognizince, and judgement to the Aﬀemblies of the 
Kirk. And here it isnot to be paſſed that the Kirk of 
Scotland in the large Confeſsion of Faith, ratified by 
As of Parliament, did long fince determine the du- 
ties of the Kings and Sabjes, The l:ke whereof may 
be ſeen in the other Confeſſions of Faith of other Re- 
formed Churches, 


Secondly, whereas it is ſaid, Is there any other _Au- 
thority in this Kinzdom but that of the Parliament , and 
what flows from them, that cau pretend Ambhorttative 
power in the choice of the Inſtruments and Aanagers of 
their pablike Reſolutions ? We humbly ask, is thers 
any Ecclefiaſticall Authority within this Kingdom 
that hath pretended or doth pretend to ſuch a power * 
tor we know no ſuch thing. An Authoritative ome 
an 
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and choice of the T2 2 6 to be entruſted in Com- 
mittees of Parliament and Armies , doth not belong 
unto us but unto the Parliament. Nevertheleſſe ic was 
very competent forus among other things requ fire for 
the ſafety and ſecurity of Religion and our Solemn 
Covenant, to repreſent to the Parliament the Quali- 
fications which we judged from Gods word to be ne- 
eſſary in ſuch as are entruſted wich the managing of 
ſo.great Aﬀairs, and ſo highly concerning our Religi- 
on and Conſciences ; W hich,have had the more rea- 
ſono inſiſt upon, for our own and others ſatisfaction, 
we being defired to joyn and concur in the bulineſle. 
Suppoſe a Miniſter preaching before the EleQion of 
Magiſtrates (which is uſuall) and ſhewing from the 
Word of God the Qualifications requiſite in Magi- 
ſtrates and that none ought to be choſen but ſuch as 
are ſo and ſo qualified ; who will challenge ſuch a 
Miniſter of afſuming the Authoritative power - of 
chooſing Magiſtrates And if the chooſing of par- 
ticular Magiſtrates in Cities and Burghs contrary to 
the Rules and Qualifications of the Word, be ſinfull 
and blame-worthie, how much morethe committing 
of ſo grear a publick truſt in Committees and Ar- 
mies to divers not Qualified with the neceſſary Qua- 
lifications. | 


To the third Inſtance, which asketh , Is t a ſub- 
'eft for the Diſpute of Church Fudicatories, whether his 
«Majeſtic hath a Negative woice in Parliament, or not * 
We anſwer, lo far as the Scriptures of the Old or 
New Teſtament hold- forth. any light to us, what 
2ower 1S due, and what is not dueto Kings, it well 
agreeth' 
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agreeth with our places and callings, to communicate 
juchlight to others as we ſee need. We know no 
Church Judicatorie that hath diſputed whether his 
Majeſtie hath a negative voice in Parliament ; but 
we had juſt reaſon to ſupplicate the Parliament 
that they might not intereſt themſelves in any quar- 
rell for his Majeſt.es Negative voice, becauſe of rhe 
great dangers which msy thereby come to Religi- 
on, not onely by future diſappointments of the {o 
much defired ſettlement of Church affairs, but by 
quarrelling the Solemn League and Covenant it felt, 
and the begun Reformation and Uniformity in Reli- 
gion which hath been purchaſed with ſo much pains, 
hazards, loſles and ſufferings. 


And now we ſhall rake all theſe three inſtances 
joyntly,and make this further anſwer to them all. Firſt, 
alrhough the points had been meerly civill, yet by the 
Confeſſion of Faith agreed upon by the Aſſembly of 
Divines at Weſtminſter and approved by the Generall 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotlandas ſound and Or- 
thodox as the At more particularly beareth, we are 
allowed to apply our ſelves to the Parliament by way 
of humble ſupplication even in Civill matters, The 
Parliament alſo having in their Declaration expreſſed 
their deſires and reſolutions , that the ſaid Confeſſion 
of Faith be confirmed and eſtabliſhed, have uponthe 
marter allowed us to ſupplicate their Lordſhips con- 
cerning ſuth things. Next we ſay, that in all the three 

. inſtances which are given, our ſupplications and de- 
"? fires were to avert what we juſtly conceived to be 


; deſtructive to Religion : We hope no man will ms 
the 
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the faceto ſay that the Aſſemblies of the Church may 
fapplicat againſt dangers of Religion which fall with- 
inthe firſt table, but not againſt dangers of Religion 
which fall within the ſecond Table, or thatthey may 
tupplicar againſt dangers of Religion ariling from 0- 
ther men, butnot againſt dangers of Religion in which 
his Majeſty is any way concerned, or which flow from 
a bad choice of the Inſtruments and managers of pub- 
lick reſolutions. | 

The Epiſeopall diſeaſe of medling. with Civill af- 
fairs we truft through Gods mercy neither hath nor 
ſhall have any place among the Miniſtry of this King- 
dom, who by their Nationall Covenant abjured the 
Civiltplacesand power of. Kirk-men.. Only.we ſhall 
defire1t may be remembred-thar there were other E-» 
piſcopal diſeaſes and diſtempers beſide this,as namely; 
encroaching upon the liberties and priviledges of. Ec- 
cleſtaſticall Aſſemblies, the forcing of the conſciences 
of Gods people,-and perfecuting ſuch who coutd nor 
in conſcienceobey. Wherefore it is neceſſar thatall the 
Epifcopalevils and diforders becarefully avoided. And 
35. we 40 not doubt the enſuing General Aſſembly wil 
do what ſhall be fir for them to prevent the.vilifying 
and contemning the Authority of Parliament, if it 
be found in danger to be vilified, ſo we humbly con- 
ceive _ will not be unmindtull to prevent the vili- 
fyingand comtemning of the authority of their own 
Commiſſioners. (933488 
The following clauſe in the Letter putteth over to 
the General Aſſembly any of the Miniſtery, who ſhall 
offer to ſtir up the Sabitits of this Kingdom 10 diſobey or 
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deny to give civil obedience to their Laws, it being ex 
preſly provided by the ſecond and third Atts of Kine James 
6. his 8. Parliament in Anno 1584. that none” of his 
AM ajeſties Subjects under the pain of Treaſon impagne the 
Authority of Parliament. Where firſt we ſhall deſire 
tbatewo known diſtin&ions,, which inthis paſſage of 
the Letter ſeem either to be confounded of forgorten, 
may be remembred. Civill- obedience to Acts of 
Parliament is either in things unlawtull.and contraryra 
the Word of God, or in things lawfull.and right. In ” 
the formercaſe itis a {into obey : inthe latter caſe , a 
finnotro obey. Again the Authority of Parliament 
is one thing, an Ad of Parliament another thing z 
We do ſtill acknowledge their Authority when- we 
obey not this -orthat AR. And whatſoever be the 
Treaſon of impugning the Authoriry of Parliament, 
it can be no Treaſon to obey God rather then man : 
Neither did the Generall Aſſembly of Glaſgow 1638, 
and fuch as were ative for the Covenant at that time 
commit any Treaſon when they impugned Epiſcopacy 
and Perth Articlcs, although ratified and ſtrengthened 
by Ads of Parliament and ſtanding Laws then un- 
repealed. | 


Astothertwo Acts cited in the Letter, if the Order 
of the Printed Acts be followed, the third hath no- 
thing in it of whart it is cited for, neither know we for 
what uſe itcan be cited and applied, except to the a- 
bridging of the Liberties of Eccleſiaſticall Aſſeme 
bliesz for it diſchargeth all Judicatories and Judge- 
ments, Conventions and Aſſemblies Ecclefiaſticall, 
without his Majeſties ſpeciall licence and Command- 

ment, 
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ment, which how contrary-it isto the word of God, 
ro the example of theiprimitive Church, tothe Judge- 
ment of ſound«DBivines., to the Liberties of this 
Kirk, andto our Solemn Covenants, is more manifeſt 
then to need that we ſhould infiſt upon it. Burt it the 
Order of the unprinted-Adqts be.tollowed, the ſecond 
of theſe Ads doth not mention the Authority of 
Parliament , but of his Majeſty and his Counlell : 
However we are heartily ſorry for the citation of the 
Adcs of that Parliament, a Parhamene which rein- 
troduced Epiſcopacy, and ſo. made defeQion from the 
Nationall Covenant {worn three years before : For 
Captain Fames Stewart then Earl of Arravand Chan- 
cellour , and the few Prelates of that time contrived 
and procured ſuch Acts of Parliament as might ſerve 
their ends. The ſame Acts were alledged and urged 
by his Majefties Commiſſioner in Anno 1638, for 
Epiſcopacy , whereunto this Anſwer was made at 
that time, The AWs of Parliament, 1584. are of ſe- 
werall natures, but they were proteſted againſt by the 
Miniſters of Edinburgh in name of the Kirk of 
Scotland at the HMarket Croſſe of Edinburgh when 
they were Proclaimed , and as they were made in that 
time which was called the houre of darkneſſe of this Kirk 
Tyranized over by the Earl of Arran, ſo are they repealed, 
1542. Cap. 114. Itis not to be forgotten, Thar after 

the making of thoſe Ads of Parliament they were 

ſo generally difliked by all good men, that the chief 

Courtiers of that time thought it neceſlary to em- 

ploy Maſter Patrick Adamſon, a chicte diviſer of 
theſe As to make a Declaration of the meaning 

thereof in his Majeſties Name, which he accordingly 
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perſormed. Concerning: which Declaration the ſaid 
Maſter Patrick pretended: Archbiſhop/.of St, As- 
drews did afterwards in his. aaaungiauen Make this 
Confeſſion. ©As where 1 am burthened to be the ſet- 
ter forthof a Book called the Kings Declaration where- 
in the whole. Order of: the * Kirk: ts condemned and tra- 
duced , 1 proteſt before God, that ſo I was commanded 
to write the ſame by the Chancellour for the time, but 
chiefly by the Secretary, another great Conrtier who him- 
ſelf penned the ſerond 'Ad of Parliament., concerning 
the Power and Authority of Fndicatory tobe abſolute in 
the Kings Power, and that it a9 not be lawſull. for 
any (ubject to reclaim from the ſame,” under the pce 
zalty of the Ait which T ſuppoſe was Treaſon. 


Beſide that Declaration his Majeſtie himſelf ha- 
ving received a fupplication from -divers well af- 
fected Miniſters with their Animadverfions upon the 
ſaid Acts of Parliament, did pen with his own hand 
another Declaration of the meaning thereof :- But by 
both thoſe Declarations it may be eaſily underſtood 
that the faid As were intended for innovating and 
changing the - Government and Diſcipline of this 
Kirk, for ferting up Bifhops, and for ſuppreſling the 
beſt Miniſters, and accordingly they were made ufe 
of afserwards for the ground of a charge againſt the 
Miniſters that were baniſhed. 


- Tr ſhall not be amiſfe here to inſert that part of 
the Miniſters Animadverfions (given in to his Ma- 
jeſty at that time) which concerneth the ſecond Act 
of that Parliament, the words are theſe, As concern- 
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« ing the ſetond AF the ae appedreth to be 
<< ſlenderous againſt ſore of the « Miniſtry whichwe would 
«« wiſh.to be reformed or. otherwiſe conceived, except the, 
<« truth thereof were verified. And as to the ſubſtante of 
« theaitit ſelf, it attributeth to your Majeſtie a Sove- 
«© raign power of Fudgement nat onely upon the perſons of 
«© your Subjeits, but alſo in all matters wherein they or any 
« of them ſhallbe apprehended , ſummoned, or þ aha 
« ec, Which appearath to be very. ſtrange , the like 
© whereof we hear not to have been prattiſed in any Chri- 
« #ian Commen-wealth, and cannot ſtand with the word 
<« of 'God, for althong h the . perſons of men are ſubjett ta 
c your Majeſty ana Civill Fudges when they find 4s 
&« 7ainſt your Laws,yet matters Eccleſtaſticall and concern- 
© 1g .conſcience,ro Chriitian Prince can juſtly claim ncr 
& everclaimed to himſelf. ſuch power to- Fudge. Seeing 
& the Prince in this behalf « a member of the Kirk, and 
& Feſus Chriſt onely the head, who only hath power to give 
<c Laws in matters of Cauſcience., and ſo ſaid the godly 
'*® Ambroſe, Imperator.bonus.intra Ecclefiam non {u- 
< pra Eccleſiam eſt ; 4nudto confound the Furiſdiction, 
« (vill and Eccleſiaſtical, is that thing wherein men of 
Sc all good Fudgements have juſtly found fault with , in 
«< the Pope of Rome, who claimeth to himſelf the power of 
<<. both tie ſwords, which 1s as great a fault to a Civill Ma- 
& 7iſtrate to claims and ufurp, and eſpecially to iudge upon 
« Doctrine, Errors and Hereſies, he not being placed in 
*. Eccleſpaſticall funitionto interpret the Scriptures , the 
& "warrants hercof out of the word of God we are likewiſe 
« tobring forth. © 

Hereunto we ſhall adde a paſſage out of the recan- 
tation of Maſter Patrick Adamſon (ubſcribed with his 
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hand before famous wicnelfe and exhibit to the Sy- 
nod of Fyffe.” The paſſage is this. < There are:contained 
&* in that ſecond Att of Parliament divers others falſe 
© intentions far to defame the Miniſtrie and to bring the 
« Kirk of God in hatred and envy with their Prince and 
« Nobility, burdening and accuſing the. Miniſters falſly of 
& Sedition and other cremes whereof they were innocent, 
© (as likewiſe it is written in the ſamen Ait and Declara- 
& tion thereof that Soveraign and Supream power per- 
<« taineth tothe King in matters Eccleſtafticall, which i 
& worthy to be condemned, and not to be contained among 
&« Chriſtian Ads, where the power of the word i to be ex- 
&« zolled above all the power of Princes, and to be brought 

© under ſubjection tothe ſamen. 
The words of theſecond Printed Ac cited ewthe 
third unprinted(ſo far as concerneth the purpoſe of the 
Letter) we findeto be thus : That none of his Lieges or 
Subietts preſume or take upon hand to impugne the dignity 
and the Anthortty of the ſaids three Eflates, or to ſeek or 
procure the innovation or dimunition of the Power and 
Authority of -the ſame three eſtates or any of them in time 
coming under the pain of Treaſon, Theſe words we hum- 
bly conceive as they relate to the conſtitution of Par- 
liament made of the three Eftates and tothe Autho- 
riry thereof, being in that manner conſtituted , not ro 
the obedience of their particular Ads, ſo if they be 
urged and preſſed according to the meaning and inten- 
tion of the AR before declared, they wilt conclude 
under Treafonall who impugne the power and Au- 
chority of Biſhops, Abbots and Pryors as the third 

Eſtate of Parliament. 

To the concluſion of the Letter we ſhall need to oy 
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but little, having already in other papers expreſſed our - 
ſelves fully concerning the unfatisfaQorines of their 
Lordſhips Declaration, and the unlawfulneſſeof the 
preſent engagement ; Which although ir be pretended 
to be the ſame cauſe for which this Kingdom hath 
done and ſuffered ſo much, yet ifit be remembred thar 
the Kirks deſires for the point of Religion are not 
granted , that the wel-affeted who were moſt zea- 
lous inthe cauſe from the beginniog are generally a- 
eainſt this engagement, that it is carried on by ſuch as 
were forthe moſt part diſ-affeted ro the Cauſe in the 
beginning, and were againſt the former expeditions 
that che Publick affairs are entruſted into many new 
hands, ſuch as we cannot be confident of ; Theſe and 
the like conſiderations will quickly make it appear that 
the cauſe is not the ſame , but hugely different from 
whar it was, and that the ſame grounds and principles 
which made us active in furthering the former expedi- 
tions, hinder us from furthering this. 


A. Ker. 
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The humble 
"ADVICE 
PETITION 


- | + ComuMiss$S1ow of the GenxgraL 
ASSEMBL yY, 

 Tothe Honourable ESTATES 

| TUHREIAMENT. 


| 7 Hile we were about the preparing of our 

| \\ thoughts concerning the unſatisfaRorinefle - 
| _F of a Papercommunicat unto us from your 
' Lordſhips upon Wedveſday, being adranght of an An- 
| - ſwer 
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fwer from the Parliament to the jeveral Petitions of 
Ptesbyteries, Synods and Shires tendered ro them : 
'There-was a motion. made unto us from your Lord- 
ſhips by the Lord Zey and the Laird of CArmſtoun, ro 
wave 1 pafticulat return unto that Paper,* feeing ir wes 
notto be looked upon as the ſenſe or minde of the 
Parliament; in reſpe& that before the Parliament had 
taken it into debate or conſideration they did think fir 
ro communicat it to this Commiſhton ; and withall to 
deſire thatthe Commiſsion would be pleaſed to ten- 
der unto the Parliament their adviſe, concerning the 
ſecurity of: Religionin anſwer to the. ſeveral Peritions 
preſented -ro the Parliament of late from Synods, 
Presbyteries and Shires: Ulnto which motion we make 
this humble return. 

For the firſt part of the motion ;; We are reſolved 
ro. lay aſide the conſideration of that Paper, and to 
make no Repreſentation of our thoughts thereupon, 
if your Lordſhips be pleaſed to make no further uſe 
me: 53 30-7 . 

As for the other part of the motion, calling for our 
adviſe concerning an Anſwerto the Petitions preſen- 


_ted from ſeveral Shires, Presbyteries and Synods unto 


zhe Parliament: Although we humbly conceive your 
Honours may clearly perceive what is our judgement 
by our Papers preſented to your Lordſhips from time 
ro time ; yet being required we ſhall again faithfully 
_ and freely render this our humble adviſe. 
We call ro. record the ſearcher of all hearts, the 
"Tudge of the world, that our not concurring with 
your Lordſhips proceedings hitherto, hath not lowed 
from want of zeal againſt Series, for the III 
© 


+419) 
of whom; and-for the advancement of the work of 
Reformation, we are ready: to hazardall in a lawfull 
way: Nor from:any remisnes: in:that-which concerns 
bis Majeſties true Honout and happinefs, and the pre- 
ſervation of Monarchical Government in him and his 
Poſterity, nor from any want ;of tenderneſs. of the 
oriviledges of Parliament, nor from want of Simpa- 
thie with our atflited and oppreſſed:Brethren in Zzz+ 
lard , nor trom partiall or ſfiniſtrous reſpe to any par- 
ry or perſon whatloever within the Kingdom z But 
trot meer tenderneſs in the point of ſecurity of Reli-- 
gion,and the Union between the'/Kingdoms, and trom * 
the unſatisfaRorineſs of the grounds of your Lord-; } 
ſhips Declaration , as hath been exprefled more ar / 
length in our Repreſentation : Notwithſtanding your 
Lordthips, to our very great grief, have proceeded to 
a Levie, whereby moſt heavy burthens and preflures 
have been laid upon many faithfull Covenanters moſt 
forward in all tormer-expeditions, and averſe from 
this, only for want of ſatisfaction concerning the ne- 
ceſsity and:lawfulnefle thereof promiſed in your Lord- 
ſhips late Declaration, but not as yer performed. 
It is therefore our humble adviſerhat the abovemen- 
rioned Petitions being {o juſt in themſelves, and low- 
ing from the grounds aforeſaid, as they ought in-equi- 
ty to-have been granted, ſo they ought yet to be gran- 
red by the ſecuring Religion, ſtaying the preſent Levy 
and according to our former deſires by eſlay ing Trea- 
ties with Fnmglaxd, applicationsto his Majeſtie and all 
other fair and amicable wayes for removing the: diffe- 
rences between the Kingdoms , - before ſending any 
torcesto Enzland orany other way of engagement in 
+ $55Þ X* + 2 War 
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War. And leaft the taking of Berwick and Carlile 
i\which is fo fcandatous to this Nation)be looked upon 
by England as a breach of unionon your part ; That 
your Lordſhips would be pleaſed to make ir appear, 
that neither the Parliament, or any of your number 
have had any accefsion to the {urprijall or ſupplying of 
Sheſe Towns, nor ſhall have any correſpondence or 
complyance with thele who have been. aQors therein. 
We do alſo conceive it neceſſary for fatisfa@ion of 
the Petitioners, That his Majefties late Conceſsions 
and offers concerning Religion may by your Lordfſhips- 
diretly and: pofitively be declared unſatisfactory to 
this preſent Parliament. | 
That albex we would not be underſtood, as if we 
have had, or have, any thoughts of declining the re- 
ſtoring of his Majeſty to the ſame condition l;e wes 
in, by the agreement of both Kingdoms when he was 
taken away by aparty of the Army under Sir Thame 
Faxfax, that both Kingdoms. may freely make their 
Apptications to him z yet. your Lordfſhips would be 
pleaſed ro Declare, That there ſhall be no engagement 
for reſtoring his Majeſty tooyne of his Houſes with 
Honour, Freedom and fafery ( which doth amount 
ro no leſſe then the reſtitution of his Majeſty tothe 
exerciſe of his Royall power, for the reafons. holden 
forth in onr late Repreſentation never yet anſwered) 
before fecurity and a(fourance be had from his Majeſty 
by his fotemn Oath under his hand and Seal z That he 
ſhall for Himſelf and his Succeflors, conſent and agree 
ro Agts of Parliament, enjoyning the League and 
Covenant, and fully eftabliſhing Presbyterian Go- 


verament, DireRory of worſhip, and ” = 
ail 
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Faith in all his Majeſties Dominions, and that his Ma- 
jeſty ſhall never make oppoſition to: any of theſe, - or 
endeavour any change thereof. 

Thar your Lordſhips will make it appear thar you 
mean to be far from intereſting your ſelves in any 
quarrell for his M:jeſty, that may pur in his Majeſties 
hands ſuch power, as may not only bring the by-gone 
proceedings of both Kingdoms in the Leagueand Co- 
venant in queſtion, bur alſo for the time to come make 
void all the Authority of Parliaments though proceed- 
ing never ſo rightly in reference to Religion and Li- 


berties of the Kingdoms. 


Thar a clear and dire courſe be laid down and de- 
clared not onlyxo affociate nor joyn in Counſels or 
Forces withthe Popiſh, Prelatical or Malignant party, 
but alſo to oppoſe and effeually endeavour to ſup- 
preſſe all ſuch of chem as have already riſen or ſhall 
hereafter rife in Arms upon wharſomever pretence , 
as enemies to the Cauſe and Covenant on the one 
hand.as well as Series on the other. | 

That nothing be done in carying onthe Engage- 
ment, which may break the union of the Kingdoms, 
or may diſcourage or diſoblige the Presbyterian party 
in England, 

Becaule it is our grief, and the griefofailthe Well- 
affected, that theſe who have been of conſtant and ap- 
proven integrity in the Cauſe, and have been very 
inſtrumenta}l under God for our deliverance , ſhould 
be forced for yu of ſatisfattion to their conſciences 
to leave the ſervices and that others who have not 
given conſtant proof of ther integrity and fairhfulnes, 
and againft whom there is juſt cauſe of exception and 
jealoufie , ſorhat we cannot exhort our-Flocks co-be 

; COn- 


confident of their fidelity ; [yea , and divers that have 
been'in-reall oppoſition to the Cauſe;, are [entruſted 
with the managing your Lordſhips publike. reſoluti- 
ons : Thar therefore your Lordſhips will: be pleaſed 
in your wiſdom to provide atimous remedy herein. 

"That there be no Engagement, without a Solemn 
Oath, wherein the Kirk-may have-the ſame intereſt 
which:they had in the ſolemn League,and Covenant; 
the Cauſe being the ſame. 


As we, doe humbly infift with your Lordſh'ps for 
ſatisfaction to our former deſtres expreſſed in our for: 
mer Papers, ſo it is our humble peticion to-your Lord- 
hips, That in ſuch things as have been ordained by 
your Lord ſhips and pur in execution, by your Order 
contrary to ſome of thele de{ties, ſome effectuall re- 
medy-may be found out by your Lordſhips wildome 
and goodnefle for the help thereof; Thar all who fince 
the beginning of this Levie, through tendernefle of 
conſcience, have ſuffered. any wayes, may be repaired, 
allynuſtall and grievous courſes impoveriſhing good 
people and utterly diſabling them.to ſubliſt , may be 
hereafter avoided; and the intolerable inſ{olencie, pro- 
phaneſs,blaſphemies, 8& manifold outrages that of late 
have appeared-tithe Souldiers, may be ſeverely puni- 
ſhed and repreſſed ;. That no; Ordinance, nor Ordex 
may iſſue from your Lordſhips in prejudice of the li- 
berties ofthe Kirk,and of the free exerciſe of any part 
of the Mi nifſteriall calling , all which they have from 
Jeſus Chriſtithe only, Head and Lawgiver in his Kirk; 
and which your Lordſh.psare obliged-by ſolemn oath 
in our Cov enants to maintain: And that as it is our 
grief , that whilſt your Lordſhips have been ſecking 

our 
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- our advice, you have been and are making grievous 
Ads, as we are informed ; fo we deſire your Lord- 
ſhips in the fear. of God to be wary of making or miin- 
raining ſuch Acts, and namely, Thar you pur not the 
power of arbitrary Government in the hands of any 
intruſted by your Lordſhips, nor ordain any-Oaths to 
be impoſed or exaQzd, that may be ſnarcs to mens 
conſciences. 

All which we ſerioufly recommend to your Lord- 
ſhips, as you deſire nor to provoke againſt your ſelves 
and your poſterity the wrath of the moſt high God, 
and tharthe Lord ſhould not avenge the quarrel] of a 
broken Covenant upon the Parliament and Kingdom 
of Scotland, Burt if your Lord{hips ſhall be pleafed ro 
hearken to our humble advice, and to ſatisfie the con- 
ſciences of the well-affected in the Kingdome to the 
work of Reformation , by granting their juſt deſire; 
Your Honours ſhall be blefled of God, the Lord of 
the whole earth; che people of God ſhall bleſle you in 
the name of theLord,aad bleſſe rheLord for you; You 
{hill bind up the fores of this diſtreſſed and diſtracted 
Kingdomyendear the afte&t'ons of all the wel affected, 
diſappoint the deſignes of the diſaffected , and your 
| Names ſhall be a praiſe unto the preſent and ſucceed- 

ing generations; And we ſhall poure out our {uppli- 
cations before him , who fitteth and judgeth among 
Gods, to endy2 your Lordſhips with the Spirit of 
counſel and of the fear of his Name, that your Reſolu- 
tions may be rightly ordered and tend to his glory, the 
ſecurity of Religion, the honour and happineſſe of the 
King and his poſterity, and the peace and ſafety of the- 


Kingdomes. 
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